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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 



1. 



This action is in reply to the amendment filed on 1 1 September 2008. 



2. 



Claims 1-12 are have been amended. 



3. 



Claims 1-12 are currently pending and have been examined. 



4. The rejections of claims 1-12 have been updated to reflect the amendments. 
Applicant's arguments received on 11 September 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Referring to the previous Office action, Examiner has cited relevant portions of the references 
as a means to illustrate the systems as taught by the prior art. As a means of providing further clarification 
as to what is taught by the references used in the first Office action, Examiner has expanded the 
teachings for comprehensibility while maintaining the same grounds of rejection of the claims, except as 
noted above in the section labeled "Status of Claims." This information is intended to assist in illuminating 
the teachings of the references while providing evidence that establishes further support for the rejections 
of the claims. 

With regard to the limitations of claims 1, 8 and 9, Applicant argues that Ginter fails to disclose making 
statistics of the information of the first registration of the optical disc by the user to produce a statistical 
result. Applicant further states that Ginter does not show comparing the statistical result with a present 
value to form a comparison result; and determining the credit of the user according to the comparison 
result. 

Examiner argues that amended claims 1-12 fail to overcome Ginter and for this reason Examiner 
respectfully maintains rejections. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over Ginter et al. (US 
5,892,900). 



Amended Claims 
7. Claim 1: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• making statistics of the information of the first registration of the optical disc by the 
user to produce a statistical result (see at least column 9 lines 57-61 ...VDE provides 
a secure, distributed electronic transaction management system for controlling the 
distribution and/or other usage of electronically provided and/or stored information) 

• comparing the statistical result with a preset value to form a comparison result (see at 
least column 124 lines 30-34.... the event summary data structures uses a fixed event 
number to index into a look up table, the look up table contains a value that can be 
configured as a counter or a counter plus limit, counter mode may be used by VDE 

administrators to determine device usage current values are used in this 

calculation) 

• determining the credit of the user according to the comparison result (see at least 
column 55 lines 33-37. ...a "report receiver" may receive reports such as usage 
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reports from content users. A "permissioning agent" may distribute "rules and 
controls" granting usage or distribution permissions based on a profile of a 
consumer's credit worthiness) 

8. Claim 2: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• amount of optical discs first registered by the user (see at least column 8 lines 54- 
56.... VDE contains user information such as: commercially distributed electronic 
information such as reference databases, movies, games, advertising and cost 
related to the aforementioned) 

9. Claim 3: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• amount of money spent by the user on the first registration of the optical disc (see at 
least column 9 lines 9-12. ...VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally 
configurable and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, 
reporting, registration, and payment operating environment) 

10. Claim 4: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• amount of money is that spent on buying optical discs (see at least column 9 lines 9- 
12. ...VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally configurable and portable, 
electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, reporting, registration, and payment 
operating environment) 

11. Claim 5: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• amount of money is that spent on renting optical discs (see at least column 9 lines 9- 
12. ...VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally configurable and portable, 
electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, reporting, registration, 
renting/purchasing and payment operating environment) 
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12. 



Claim 6: 



Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 



conversion value that concerns the credit of the user (see at least column 124 lines 
30-34.... the event summary data structures uses a fixed event number to index into a 
look up table, the look up table contains a value that can be configured as a counter 

or a counter plus limit containing information such as credit counter mode may 

be used by VDE administrators to determine device usage) 



amount of optical discs, an amount of money, and a conversion value (see at least 
column 9 lines 9-12... .VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally configurable 
and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, reporting, registration, 
renting/purchasing and payment operating environment.. ..information is used for 
analysis) 



statistics device for making statistics of information of a first registration of the optical 
disc by the user to produce a statistical result (see at least column 9 lines 57- 
61... VDE provides a secure, distributed electronic transaction management system 
for controlling the distribution and/or other usage of electronically provided and/or 
stored information) 

comparing device for comparing the statistical result with a preset value to produce a 
comparison result (see at least column 124 lines 30-34.... the event summary data 
structures uses a fixed event number to index into a look up table, the look up table 
contains a value that can be configured as a counter or a counter plus limit, counter 



13. 



Claim 7: 



Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 



14. 



Claim 8: 



Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 
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mode may be used by VDE administrators to determine device usage current 

values are used in this calculation) 

determining device for determining the credit of the user according to comparison 
result (see at least column 55 lines 33-37.... a "report receiver" may receive reports 
such as usage reports from content users. A "permissioning agent" may distribute 
"rules and controls" granting usage or distribution permissions based on a profile of a 
consumer's credit worthiness) 



statistics device for making statistics of the information of a first registration of an 
optical disc by the user based on the information of the first registration by the user to 
produce a statistical result (see at least column 9 lines 57-61... VDE provides a 
secure, distributed electronic transaction management system for controlling the 
distribution and/or other usage of electronically provided and/or stored information) 
comparing device for comparing the statistical result with a preset value to produce a 
comparison result (see at least column 124 lines 30-34. ...the event summary data 
structures uses a fixed event number to index into a look up table, the look up table 
contains a value that can be configured as a counter or a counter plus limit, counter 

mode may be used by VDE administrators to determine device usage current 

values are used in this calculation) 

determining device for determining the credit of the user according to the comparison 
result (see at least column 55 lines 33-37.... a "report receiver" may receive reports 
such as usage reports from content users. A "permissioning agent" may distribute 
"rules and controls" granting usage or distribution permissions based on a profile of a 
consumer's credit worthiness) 



15. 



Claim 9: 



Ginter et al. 



shown, discloses the following limitations: 



16. 



Claim 10: 



Ginter et al. 



shown, discloses the following limitations: 
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• storage device for recording the information of the credit of users (see at least 
column 9 lines 9-12. ...VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally configurable 
and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, reporting, registration, 
renting/purchasing and payment operating environment) 

17. Claim 11: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• storage device for recording the information of sales of optical 
discs (see at least column 9 lines 9-12... .VDE provides a broad-spectrum, 
fundamentally configurable and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, 
usage, reporting, registration, renting/purchasing and payment operating 
environment) 

18. Claim 12: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• storage device for recording the information of rents of optical 
discs (see at least column 9 lines 9-12... .VDE provides a broad-spectrum, 
fundamentally configurable and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, 
usage, reporting, registration, renting/purchasing and payment operating 
environment) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

19. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

20. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over Ginter et al. (US 
5,892,900). 

21. Claim 1: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• making statistics of the information of the first registration of the optical disc by a user 
to produce a statistical result (see at least column 9 lines 57-61... VDE provides a 
secure, distributed electronic transaction management system for controlling the 
distribution and/or other usage of electronically provided and/or stored information) 

• comparing the statistical result with a preset value (see at least column 124 lines 30- 
34.... the event summary data structures uses a fixed event number to index into a 
look up table, the look up table contains a value that can be configured as a counter 
or a counter plus limit, counter mode may be used by VDE administrators to 
determine device usage current values are used in this calculation) 

• determining the credit of the user according to the result by comparison (see at least 
column 55 lines 33-37... .a "report receiver" may receive reports such as usage 
reports from content users. A "permissioning agent" may distribute "rules and 
controls" granting usage or distribution permissions based on a profile of a 
consumer's credit worthiness) 

22. Claim 2: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• amount of optical discs first registered by the user (see at least column 8 lines 54- 
56.... VDE contains user information such as: commercially distributed electronic 
information such as reference databases, movies, games, advertising and cost 
related to the aforementioned) 
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23. Claim 3: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• an amount of money spent by the user on the first registration of the optical disc (see 
at least column 9 lines 9-12. ...VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally 
configurable and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, 
reporting, registration, and payment operating environment) 

24. Claim 4: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• amount of money is that spent on buying the optical discs (see at least column 9 lines 
9-12. ...VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally configurable and portable, 
electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, reporting, registration, and payment 
operating environment) 

25. Claim 5: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• amount of money is that spent on renting the optical discs (see at least column 9 
lines 9-12. ...VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally configurable and 
portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, reporting, registration, 
renting/purchasing and payment operating environment) 

26. Claim 6: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• conversion value that concerns the credit of the user (see at least column 124 lines 
30-34.... the event summary data structures uses a fixed event number to index into a 
look up table, the look up table contains a value that can be configured as a counter 

or a counter plus limit containing information such as credit counter mode may 

be used by VDE administrators to determine device usage) 

27. Claim 7: 
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Ginter et al. 



shown, discloses the following limitations: 



• amount of optical discs, an amount of money, and a conversion value (see at least 
column 9 lines 9-12... .VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally configurable 
and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, reporting, registration, 
renting/purchasing and payment operating environment.. ..information is used for 
analysis) 



• statistics device for making statistics of the information of the first registration of the 
optical disc by a user to produce a statistical result (see at least column 9 lines 57- 
61... VDE provides a secure, distributed electronic transaction management system 
for controlling the distribution and/or other usage of electronically provided and/or 
stored information) 

• comparing device for comparing the statistical result with a preset value to produce a 
result by comparison (see at least column 124 lines 30-34. ...the event summary data 
structures uses a fixed event number to index into a look up table, the look up table 
contains a value that can be configured as a counter or a counter plus limit, counter 

mode may be used by VDE administrators to determine device usage current 

values are used in this calculation) 

• determining device for determining the credit of the user according to the result by 
comparison (see at least column 55 lines 33-37.... a "report receiver" may receive 
reports such as usage reports from content users. A "permissioning agent" may 
distribute "rules and controls" granting usage or distribution permissions based on a 
profile of a consumer's credit worthiness) 



28. 



Claim 8: 



Ginter et al. 



shown, discloses the following limitations: 



29. 



Claim 9: 



Ginter et al. 



shown, discloses the following limitations: 



Application/Control Number: 10/580,498 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3696 

• statistics device for making statistics of the information of the first registration of the 
optical disc by a user base on the information of the first registration by a user 
contained in the received information to produce a statistical result (see at least 
column 9 lines 57-61... VDE provides a secure, distributed electronic transaction 
management system for controlling the distribution and/or other usage of 
electronically provided and/or stored information) 

• comparing device for comparing the statistical result with a preset value to produce a 
result by comparison (see at least column 124 lines 30-34. ...the event summary data 
structures uses a fixed event number to index into a look up table, the look up table 
contains a value that can be configured as a counter or a counter plus limit, counter 

mode may be used by VDE administrators to determine device usage current 

values are used in this calculation) 

• determining device for determining the credit of the user according to the result by 
comparison (see at least column 55 lines 33-37.... a "report receiver" may receive 
reports such as usage reports from content users. A "permissioning agent" may 
distribute "rules and controls" granting usage or distribution permissions based on a 
profile of a consumer's credit worthiness) 

30. Claim 10: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• storage device for recording the information of the credit of users (see at least 
column 9 lines 9-12... .VDE provides a broad-spectrum, fundamentally configurable 
and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, usage, reporting, registration, 
renting/purchasing and payment operating environment) 

31. Claim 11: 

Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 

• storage device for recording the information of the sales of optical 
discs (see at least column 9 lines 9-12... .VDE provides a broad-spectrum, 
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fundamentally configurable and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, 
usage, reporting, registration, renting/purchasing and payment operating 
environment) 



storage device for recording the information of the rents of optical 
discs (see at least column 9 lines 9-12... .VDE provides a broad-spectrum, 
fundamentally configurable and portable, electronic transaction control, distributing, 
usage, reporting, registration, renting/purchasing and payment operating 
environment) 



32. 



Claim 12: 



Ginter et al. shown, discloses the following limitations: 
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FINAL CONCLUSION 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. 
Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this 
final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, 
and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS 
from the date of this final action. 
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CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning 
this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to Michael 
D. Cranford whose telephone number is 571-270-3106. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday, 9:30am-5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Thomas Dixon can be reached at 571-272-6803. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair <http://pair-direct.uspto.gov >. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866.217.9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to 571-273-8300. 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office Customer Service Window: 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314. 

/ Michael Cranford / Examiner / Art Unit 3696 / 

/Frantzy Poinvil/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3696 



December 18, 2008 



